
          
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
JUNE 19, 2012 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Gompers Preparatory Academy Graduates 100% of First Senior Class 
City, State, and National Officials to Attend 

Gompers Preparatory Academy (GPA) will host graduation for its first-ever senior 
class on June 22, 2012 at 3pm.  GPA’s inaugural graduation will be held at the Jo and 
Vi Jacobs Center for Neighborhood Innovation and will be attended by San Diego 
City Council President Tony Young, District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis, U.S. 
Representative Bob Filner, and U.S. Chief Diplomatic Officer Alan D. Bersin.  This 
landmark occasion will honor the commencement of GPA’s Class of 2012, where 
100% of seniors are graduating and attending a four-year university or community 
college in the fall.  
 
This event also marks the seven-year anniversary of GPA as a conversion charter school in southeastern 
San Diego, where students, staff, and families have changed an unsafe, failing school into a thriving 
college prep academy.  With an 88-point gain on the Academic Performance Index (API) for 2011, GPA 
is the most improved middle and high school in San Diego Unified.  But beyond standardized tests, the 
real accomplishments of GPA will come on June 22, when GPA will graduate 100% of its first senior 
class.  This is an incredible achievement for GPA and San Diego as, nationwide, the average graduation 
rate for schools with similar demographics is 60%.  GPA has stopped the “pipeline to prison,” as one 
parent once called the Gompers campus back in 2005, and opened a “highway to college” in 2012.  
 
GPA is a college prep school that requires 100% of students to complete the rigorous A-G curriculum 
required for entrance into the UC/CSU systems, including every student taking a minimum of one 
Advanced Placement class. GPA Students are provided a comprehensive network of supports to ensure 
they reach their highest potential in all courses.  Many GPA students must overcome both personal and 
professional obstacles to achieve their dream of high school graduation and college entrance. For the 
Class of 2012, 20% are students in special education, 50% are second language learners, and almost 100% 
qualify for free and reduced lunch. GPA’s first senior class has demonstrated what is possible in 
education for not only themselves and their families, but also generations of students to follow at GPA.   
The GPA dream has become a reality through the accomplishments of the Class of 2012. 
 
School Contact Information: 
Jenny Parsons 
Chief Business Officer 
Gompers Preparatory Academy 
jparsons@gomperscharter.org 
Office: (619) 263-2171, Cell: (619) 757-4578 
www.gompersprep.org 



About Gompers Preparatory Academy 
Founded in 2005, in partnership with UCSD and our community, Gompers Preparatory Academy 
(formerly Gompers Charter Middle School) is a college preparatory middle/high school serving a diverse 
student body of approximately 950 students in grades 6-12.  Once a failing and unsafe school that was 
plagued by high staff attrition, low student attendance, low parent engagement, and one of the highest 
student suspension rates in the district, Gompers Preparatory Academy (GPA) has shown steady 
improvement since converting to a public charter school in 2005. Teacher retention rates have more than 
tripled, suspension rates have been reduced by 75%, attendance has improved from 91% to almost 96%, 
and parent engagement has exploded with over 3,000 hours logged per year.   Building on years of school 
culture transformation and steady gains on state test scores, GPA’s Academic Performance Index (API) 
scores climbed by 88 points in 2011.  A Cinderella story indeed, GPA has turned a failing campus into a 
thriving school that proactively and inclusively serves its community in Southeastern San Diego. 
 
Below is a list of colleges/universities that have accepted students in our first senior class: 
 

California State Universities (CSU): 
• Cal Poly, Pomona 
• Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
• Humboldt State University 
• Sacramento State University 
• San Diego State University 
• San Francisco State University 
• San Jose State University 
• CSU Bakersfield  
• CSU Channel Islands 
• CSU Chico 
• CSU Dominguez Hills 
• CSU East Bay 
• CSU Los Angeles 
• CSU Long Beach 
• CSU San Marcos 

 
University of California (UC): 
• UC Berkeley 
• UC Davis 
• UC Irvine 
• UC Merced 
• UC Riverside 
• UC San Diego 
• UC Santa Barbara 
• UC Santa Cruz 
 
Private Universities in California: 
• Menlo College 
• Notre Dame De Namur University 
• St. Mary’s College 
• University of San Diego (USD) 
 



Out of State, Public: 
• Northern Arizona University 
• University of Massachusetts, Lowell 

 
Out of State, Private: 
• Chestnut Hill College 
• Columbia College, Chicago  
• Whitworth University 

 


